The benefit of being a wise child ----

“The wise son makes his father glad.” (Wise children make their
parents glad.) Proverbs 15:20 (NASB-U)

The benefit of being a wise employee ----

“Do you see a man (person) skilled in his work? He will serve

before kings, he will not serve before obscure men.”
Proverbs 22:29 (NIV)

This proverb is saying that people who work skillfully and wisely
over a long period of time will be esteemed highly by others, and
they will generally be rewarded.

The Consequences of Neglecting Wisdom.

“Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline
will drive it far from him.” Proverbs 22:15 (NIV)
(CEV: “All children are foolish, but firm correction will make them
change.”)

The implications of this verse are that we are not just born with a
blank slate waiting to see if our environment causes us to decide if
we are going to head down the wise path or the foolish path.

Rather, we are all born with a case of the follies. We are all born
with a human nature that has a bent toward sin and foolishness. This
has to be dealt with and replaced with wisdom, or we are going to
make a mess of our life. We must with God’s help grow out of the
“impulse gratification pattern” that is part of our life, and become
mature people who can discern the temptation of desires and
impulses, and choose to take the right and Godly path.

How To Become A Wise Person.

1. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Knowledge (wisdom),”
Proverbs 1:7 (NIV)

The phrase “The fear of the Lord” does not mean that we begin to
become wise when we are afraid of God, but rather when we have a
loving reverence or awe of God that leads us to submitting to his
Lordship (his leadership) in our life. In 7he Message, Eugene
Peterson captures what this verse is saying when he writes:

“Start with God—the first step in learning is bowing down to God,

only fools thumb their noses at such wisdom and learning.”’

We start to become wise when we realize there is a God who is
powerful and personal and head over heels in love with each one of
us. He has extended to us through Christ his Son, the hand of his
gracious forgiveness of our sin. He says, ‘Come on, take my hand,
enter into a relationship with me, and I will forgive your sin and
help you live a life of good choices and wise living.’

We have to respond and receive from him, his love and grace.
(See John 1:12-13 and Romans 10:9-10, 13)

2. Take God’s wisdom and apply it to your life.

My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your
heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring you
peace and prosperity. 7 Let love and faithfulness never leave you;
bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.
! Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and
man. Proverbs 3:1-4
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